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History and Origin of the Australian Shepherd

304
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Despite it's name, the Australian Shepherd as we know it was

developed in the United States. In the late 1800's, the for-

runners of today's "Apssies" came to the western and north-

i i1 _i+2 i+3 i+d i+5
western states ai stoc— for thel Basgug] shegherdé that

302
1-accompanied the vast numbers of sheep being imported from

Australia. These hard working, medium sized, "little blue dogs"

impressed the American ranchers.

. i+30 r— 304
The Australian Shepherd Club of America (ASCW

in 1957 to promote the breed, and several clubs kept breed

registries. A unified standard was adopted in 1976, and the
registries combined in 1980. (National Stock Dog Registry
keeps a separate Australian Shepherd registry.) ASCA has
promoted the breed with conformation, stock-dog (herding),
and obedience programs, and a recently formed rescue
program. An excellent book about the breed is "All About

Aussies" by Jeanne Joy Hartnagle.
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