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(7) ABSTRACT

A method and system are disclosed that provide a variable
length snippet when returning snippets in response to a
search request. Under conditions where the search query
matches a document with a high degree of certainty, a
shorter snippet is provided than when the document does not
match the search query with a high level certainty. A variable
snippet length is also based on an estimate of how likely a
user will recognize the document. For example, shorter
snippets are provided is a user has recently viewed a
document, but longer snippets are provided if a user has not
recently viewed the document.
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