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57 ABSTRACT

A computer-implemented method serves electronic docu-
ment information in response to a user query identifying a
target electronic document. The user query prompts a library
search of library-stored electronic documents to determine
whether the target electronic document corresponds to a
library-stored electronic document. When the target elec-
tronic document corresponds to a library-stored electronic
document, the library-stored electronic document is pre-
sented for review by the user. Also presented is information
associated with the relationship between the library-stored
electronic document and the target electronic document. In
some embodiments, if the target electronic document does
not correspond to the library-stored electronic documents,
the method includes providing-link information for user
access to the target web page.

26 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR
INCREASING EFFICIENCY OF
ELECTRONIC DOCUMENT DELIVERY TO
USERS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application relates to U.S. patent application Ser. No.
09/899,068, filed Jul. 6, 2001, now U.S. Pat. No. 6,799,176,
which is in turn a continuation of U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 09/004,827, entitled “Method for Node Ranking in a
Linked Database,” filed on Jan. 9, 1998, now U.S. Pat. No.
6,285,999, which claims priority to U.S. Provisional Patent
Application Ser. No. 60/035,205 filed Jan. 10, 1997, priority
to which is claimed under 35 U.S.C. § 120 for any common
subject matter.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention generally relates to hyperlinked
documents and, more particularly, to techniques for accel-
erating access to hyperlinked documents through a data
network.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The World Wide Web (or “Web™) contains a vast amount
of information in the form of hyperlinked documents (e.g.,
web pages) loosely-organized and accessed through a data
communication network (or “Internet”). Diverse computer
networks use a communication protocol to coordinate the
exchange of information. For example, the Internet uses a
protocol known as Transmission Control Protocol/Internet
Protocol (TCP/IP). The Internet, typically accessed through
an electronic link from a computer which has an identifiable
Internet address and a TCP/IP communications capability,
uses a client-server model of computer hierarchy. The server
provides information commonly presented in the form of
viewable web pages, and the client being a computer retriev-
ing the information (i.e., selecting and displaying desired
web pages). Various information exchanges on the Internet
are available, including File Transfer Protocol (FTP), which
refers to moving files from one place to another on the
Internet. The files may contain electronic documents,
images, sounds, video, etc.

One of the reasons for the virtually explosive growth in
the number of hyperlinked documents on the Web is that just
about anyone can upload hyperlinked documents, which can
include links to other hyperlinked documents. The unstruc-
tured nature and sheer volume of web pages available via the
Internet makes it difficult to navigate efficiently through
related information while avoiding unrelated information.

One conventional way to navigate a computer network
(e.g., the internet) is from node to node (e.g., web page to
web page), through a directory tree structure. A node address
for a node connected to the present node is provided to
progress along a path toward a desired destination. Nodes
may be physical such as computers, or logical such as one
of many web pages or Internet sites within a computer. In
contrast, through hypertext links, one can “jump” from one
place of information on the internet to another, hypertext
links essentially being “short-cuts” directly to a desired
information destination. The destination need not be imme-
diately connected to the present computer or web page, and
may be physically located half-way around the world form
the physical location of the present computer or web page.

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

A user typically begins a search using a search engine. A
search engine attempts to return relevant information in
response to a request from a user. This request usually comes
in the form of a query (e.g., a set of words that are related
to a desired topic). Search engines typically return a number
of'links to web pages, with a brief description of those pages.
Because the vast number of pages on the Web, ensuring that
the returned pages are relevant to the topic the user had in
mind is a central problem in web searching.

Latency is currently a significant problem for Internet
users. Web pages can take several seconds to load because
of servers slowed from overloading, congested data network
paths, data packet routing delays and “DNS” look-up issues.
This problem is particularly significant for the vast majority
of home-based users, who connect to the Internet via a
limited bandwidth modem over a telephony network. This
problem also affects high-bandwidth users, where the net-
work and server latency can be a bigger bottleneck than the
network bandwidth.

As the size of the Web continues to increase, it becomes
increasingly more desirable to have innovative techniques
for efficiently navigating, downloading and viewing hyper-
linked documents.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed to an approach that
maintains and efficiently presents electronic documents in
response to a web-page searches, such as web-page queries
by Internet users. The present invention is exemplified in a
number of implementations and applications, some of which
are summarized below.

According to one example embodiment, the present
invention is directed to a computer-implemented method of
serving electronic document information in response to a
user query identifying a target electronic document. The
method includes responding to the user query by searching
a library of library-stored electronic documents to determine
whether the target electronic document corresponds to a
library-stored electronic document. In response to the target
electronic document corresponding to the library-stored
electronic document, the library-stored electronic document
are presented for review by the user, and with the library-
stored electronic document, presented is information asso-
ciated with the relationship between the library-stored elec-
tronic document and the target electronic document.

According to a more particular aspect of the present
invention, the above-characterized method also addresses
the situation in which the target electronic document does
not correspond to the library-stored electronic documents. In
this instance, the method includes providing link informa-
tion for user access to the target web page.

Other example embodiments of the present invention are
directed to a computer-operated arrangements in which
programmed tasks are adapted to execute various actions
relating to those addressed in connection with the above-
characterized computer-implemented method of serving
electronic document information in response to a user query
identifying a target electronic document.

The above summary of the present invention is not
intended to describe each illustrated embodiment or every
implementation of the present invention. The figures and
detailed description that follow more particularly exemplify
these embodiments.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention may be more completely understood in
consideration of the following detailed description of vari-
ous embodiments of the invention in connection with the
accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates a system block diagram of a data
network arrangement, according to an example embodiment
of the present invention.

While the invention is amenable to various modifications
and alternative forms, specifics thereof have been shown by
way of example in the drawings and will be described in
detail. It should be understood, however, that the intention is
not to limit the invention to the particular embodiments
described. On the contrary, the intention is to cover all
modifications, equivalents, and alternatives falling within
the spirit and scope of the invention as defined by the
appended claims.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present invention is believed to be applicable to
various types of data-communication systems, including the
Internet and various intranet-type data networks. The
present invention has been found to be particularly suited for
accelerating web page delivery through the Internet, includ-
ing searching hyperlinked documents via an Internet proto-
col (IP) network. While the present invention is not neces-
sarily limited to such data-communication systems, various
aspects of the invention may be appreciated through a
discussion of various examples using this context.

FIG. 1 illustrates a system block diagram of a data
network arrangement 100, according to an example embodi-
ment of the present invention. Data network arrangement
100 includes at least one user computer 110, a plurality of
web page servers 120, 130, and 140, and a proxy server 170
coupled to a data network 180, the Internet for example. Web
page server 120 hosts web pages 125, web page server 130
hosts web pages 135, and web page server 140 hosts web
pages 145. Web pages 125, 135, and 145 include hyper-
linked and/or static documents respectively. Hereinafter, a
web page requested by a user 110 (e.g., web page 125) may
be referred to as a “target web page”, and the web page
server that hosts the target web page (e.g., web page server
120) may be referred to as a “target server.” Hyperlinked
documents are considered to encompass static and non-static
portions. Other devices may also be included in, or coupled
to, data network arrangement 100. Proxy server 170 is a part
of a larger server 150, or optionally, is a stand-alone device.
Proxy server 170 can be implemented as a server farm in a
centralized location, or alternatively, in a distributed fashion.
A memory cache 160 is part of or coupled to proxy server
170.

User 110 interfaces and navigates Internet 180 through a
web browser application (not shown). Conventionally, user
110 retrieves information on web pages 145 by communi-
cating “directly” with web page server 140 through Internet
180. Communications between user 110 and web page
server 140 include available Internet paths. In various appli-
cations, these available Internet paths can include interven-
ing computer connections; in this example, however, the
connection is represented as being “direct” from point “A”
to point “B” through Internet 180 in FIG. 1, with no
illustrated intermediary connections. The location of the
server 140 depends on the application; server 140 is in the
same room as user 110 in one application and, in another
application, across the world geographically. Operationally,
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user 110 inputs a fetch request for web page 1455 to server
140, with server 140 transmitting the requested information
of web page 145s digitally through data network 180 back
to user 110. The time for user 110 to receive web page 145s
is dependent on many factors including, for example, the
availability and speed of server 140 to fulfill the query,
current data congestion of the data network 180, and the
bandwidth of the connections between the data network 180
and the server 140, and the data network 180 and user 110.

In connection with the above system block diagram, one
particular example implementation of the present invention
involves a client proxy software application 115 being
installed in each user computer 110. The proxy client 115 is
distributed to users on digital media or downloaded over the
data network, and installed. In an alternative embodiment of
this type, the proxy client 115 is distributed integrally to a
web browser application, for example, being invoked from
a toolbar application. Proxy client 115 communicates with
the proxy server 170 using a standard communications port
(e.g., port 80) with communications enabled through fire-
walls.

At some point in time (e.g. arbitrarily- or operator-
defined), proxy server 170 retrieves a copy of web pages
125, 135, and/or 145 from servers 120, 130, and/or 140.
Proxy server 170 stores the retrieved web pages as web page
copies 165 in a high-speed memory cache 160 according to
a relative addressing scheme whereby correlation to the web
page’s original web-based addressing is preserved.

When user 110 requests a target web page (e.g., web page
125) such as by specifying the target web page’s uniform
resource locator (URL), proxy client 115 redirects user 110’s
information request instead to proxy server 170. Proxy
server 170 determines whether memory cache 160 contains
a web page copy 165 corresponding to the requested URL.

In this example embodiment, if memory cache 160 does
not contain a web page copy 165 corresponding to the
requested URL, proxy server 170 updates memory cache
160 by retrieving the requested web page from its target
server. Alternatively, proxy server 170 records data to indi-
cate that the requested web page was not contained in
memory cache 160 or that the requested web page should be
added to the memory cache 160 when the memory cache 160
is updated in the future. In either case, user 110 can be
redirected to the target server to obtain the target web page.

If memory cache 160 contains a web page copy 165
corresponding to the requested URL, proxy server 170
provides user 110 the web page copy 165. In doing so, proxy
server 170 provides user 110 with additional information in
or with web page copy 165. For example, proxy server 170
can inform user 110 that the web page copy 165 corresponds
to a stored version of the page and can inform user 110 as
to the location of the current version. In an alternative
embodiment, proxy server 170 informs the user 110 of the
date the web page copy 165 was retrieved. Proxy server 170
can also use statistical or other information (including that
described below) to indicate whether the web page copy 165
is identical or substantially similar to the current version of
the target web page. In a more particular embodiment, proxy
server 170 annotates web page copy 165 to provide a variety
of information including: link information to other web
pages relevant to the information of web page copy 165,
PageRank information (as discussed in the above-referenced
patent documents), broken link information, different ver-
sions (e.g., historical archive versions of the requested web
page stored in memory 160, but no longer available live
from the target server), different advertisements, customized
advertisements, or any other information. In various respec-
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tive implementations, the web page copy 165 is formatted
differently, arranged according to user-selectable settings,
and has information deleted from it.

In applications demanding optimal or near-optimal data-
review access, proxy server 170 is further configured to
render the web page copy 165 very quickly to user 110 in a
manner that is time-efficient or that maximizes the user’s
ability to glean information from the page. In one example
embodiment of this type, proxy server 170 renders first the
portions of web page copy 165 that either render quickly
(e.g., text) or that are deemed particularly useful to user 110.
The portions that either render slowly (e.g., images) or that
are deemed less useful to user 110 (e.g., advertisements) can
be rendered later (if at all) by proxy server 170 either
automatically or based on indications provided by user 110
(either in advance as a preference or dynamically via some
action).

In another example embodiment, when rendering web
page copy 165, proxy server 170 employs proprietary or
public compression and rendering algorithms that are dif-
ferent from those employed on the target page correspond-
ing to the web page copy 165 (e.g., wavelet-based compres-
sion for images), and proxy client 115 can be used to
decompress the information compressed by proxy server
170 or render the information consistent with proxy server
170’s rendering algorithms. For example, proxy server 170
can compress HTML information, which should yield a
speed benefit of about three times normal. Similarly, images
or advertisements can be compressed using more efficient
algorithms, rendered at low resolution, or excluded alto-
gether, either as a default or as specified by user 110. In
another similar embodiment, proxy server 170 rewrites the
web page copy 165 in a manner that renders more efficiently
on the browser used by user 110.

In yet another related embodiment, proxy server 170 also
supports chunking and keep alive between it and proxy
client 115. The viewing of most pages requires many round
trips (200 ms each minimum on a modem), such as one for
the Domain Name Server (DNS) lookup, one for the HTML
content, and another for image information. This could be
reduced to one: a request containing the desired URL which
is responded to everything required to render the web page
corresponding to the desired URL. In a more particular
implementation, the DNS lookup is performed by proxy
server 170.

As yet another example embodiment, the proxy client 115
and/or the proxy server 170 modifies the settings (e.g.,
TCP/IP settings) on the computing device being used by user
110 so as to optimize the speed with a web page is accessed
and/or rendered.

As yet another example, proxy client 115 is used to
prefetch data associated with a web page that is accessed by
user 110 (the “accessed web page”). This prefetched data is
obtained either from a target server or from memory cache
160 by a generic approach, such as by prefetching web pages
corresponding to links from the accessed web page. Alter-
natively, the prefetching is done using a more complex and
intelligent approach. In this regard, one example approach
includes proxy client 115 using statistical information (e.g.,
maintained by proxy client 115 itself or obtained from proxy
server 170) that indicates the links on an accessed web page
that are most likely to be accessed, and prefetching web
pages corresponding only to those links. In various respec-
tive implementations of this type, this statistical information
corresponds to user 110°s past behavior, to behavior of some
broader set of users, and to importance information for the
potential prefetch candidates (e.g., the importance of the
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linked web pages, as described in U.S. Pat. No. 6,285,999,
incorporated herein by reference).

According to another aspect of the present invention, if
only certain portions of the target web page have changed
relative to the web page copy 165 (e.g., the content of certain
advertisements on the page), proxy server 170 presents user
110 with the non-changed portions from memory cache 160
and the changed portions from the target server. Even if web
page copy 165 is presented to user 110, in applicable
implementations, proxy server 170 (or proxy client 115)
requests the target web page from the target server, thereby
allowing the target web server’s logs to reflect the correct
number of accesses. In a slightly varied approach, proxy
server 170 determines whether web page copy 165 is
different from the version of that page on the target server.
If this difference is determined, proxy server 170 updates
memory cache 160 (either immediately or in the future) to
contain the version currently on the target server. In another
related approach, proxy server 170 also retrieves the version
currently on the target server and presents it to user 110
(either automatically or at user 110’s direction), for example
in a manner such that the user 110 initially sees the web page
copy 165 and then later sees the current version. In yet other
variations, proxy server 170 also records data reflecting the
time period over which the web page had changed (e.g., a
period spanning when the web page was last stored in
memory cache 160 and when proxy server 170 became
aware that the web page had changed). Such data is then
used for a variety of purposes including, e.g., statistical
analyses. For example, such data can be used to determine
how often each web page changes, to determine the top X
most frequently changing web pages, etc.

If proxy server 170 or proxy client 115 determines that
web page copy 165 is different from the version of that page
on the target server, although not a requirement for all
applications, a particular implementation does not present
web page copy 165 to user 110 at all, but rather presents only
the version of the page from the target server. This approach
is useful, for example, in applications in which changing a
version of the page would disrupt the user 110 during a live
review. Which page is presented to user 110 in such a
scenario could be addressed via a default option, with user
110 having the ability to modify that default option.

According to a further implementation consistent with the
present invention, proxy server 170 is configured to facili-
tate the ability of web page servers (e.g., server 120) to
transmit web pages (e.g., web page 125) or other informa-
tion to proxy server 170. Web page servers transmit web
pages to proxy server 170 so that proxy server 170 handles
requests for the web pages from user 110, rather than the
web page servers themselves having to service such
requests. In alternative implementations, web page servers
transmit information notifying proxy server 170 when cer-
tain web pages on those web page servers change in content.
In one such embodiment, web page servers assign tags to
web pages, such as ProxyServeThis, DoNotProxyThis,
ProxyLogAccessDirectly, ProxyArchiveThisForever, and
ProxyWillNotify YouOn-UpdateOfThisPage, etc., to facili-
tate such information or web page exchange. Even if the web
page servers do not transmit information regarding web
pages to proxy server 170, in some implementations such
tags are used to regulate the activities of the proxy server
170, such as web server operators using the DoNot Prox-
yThis tag to prevent certain pages (such as frequently
modified pages) from being included in memory cache 160.

In yet other applications and implementations, the
approach of using a proxy server and/or client is imple-
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mented in a manner that is transparent to user 110, with the
exception of a speed increase in having the web page fetch
request fulfilled. In one such embodiment, the start of a fetch
from the proxy server is less than 100 milliseconds for
broadband-connected users and less than 300 milliseconds
for modem-connected users. In both cases, web page
retrieval proceeds at the maximum bandwidth of the respec-
tive connection in most instances.

In other embodiments that are also consistent with the
present invention, the above-discussed proxy server or the
proxy client software applications 115 establishes or
accesses a list of target web pages for which presenting a
web page copy 165 is not desirable. This “exclusion” list
includes target web pages for which such an approach would
provide little if any advantage, such as web sites that are
typically updated regularly (e.g., daily or weekly) and/or are
sought by users largely or solely to obtain the updated
information. Among a list of possible sites of this type,
examples include email and news web sites such as daily
events, weather and stock prices. As may be beneficial for
particular applications, the “exclusion” list is explicitly
specified by user 110, explicitly specified by proxy server
170, implicitly determined based on historical actions of
user 110 (e.g., if user 110 has sought direct access to the
target web page more than a specified percentage of times),
determined by proxy server 170 as a function of the actions
of a set of users, as well as in any of a variety of other ways
discernible from the above discussion.

Also consistent with the present invention, variations of
the above-described embodiments include implementations
that generate revenue. In one such implementation, adver-
tisements are included with the web-page copy 165. These
advertisements are, for example, general or selected by the
proxy server 170 from a database of advertisements specifi-
cally in response to the target web page query. In another
implementation of this type, the targeted electronic docu-
ment (or web page) is provided for a fee that is fixed at a
single price or tiered at prices which are selected according
to various value-based criteria. In one example, such a tiered
fee includes a negligible (or free) level for minimal use and
a higher level for more significant use wherein the proxy
server 170 maintains a log of access by users 110 and rejects
access once a user 110 attempts to access the data library
more than a threshold number of times in a given period
(e.g., a month or year). In another implementation, the tiered
fee includes a lower fee for general and/or minimal use, and
a higher fee for a more selective service that includes
unlimited access to the information contain in memory
cache 160, more information (as discussed above) relevant
for the user 110 determining whether to hyperlink to the
actual target web page, and/or exclusion of information on
the web page that is not relevant to the user query (e.g.,
advertisements and nonrelevant substantive data included in
the web page copy). In yet another embodiment, the inven-
tion’s service is provided to Internet Service Providers
(ISPs) for a fee. The ISPs, in turn, charge end users accord-
ing to one or more of the above-described approaches.

Other important advantages realized by various embodi-
ments of the present invention are directed to significantly
decreasing traffic congestion. With the proxy server farm
maintaining web page copies based on the frequency of user
queries for access to the actual target web pages, the
above-discussed access to the proxy server farm offsets
congestion at web page host server, which relates directly to
decreasing latency in providing a response to the user query.
This advantage is enhanced by including a cache coordi-
nated at the proxy server farm for frequently-requested web
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pages. This cache can be part of the proxy server farm or
coupled to the proxy server farm, e.g., using a high-speed
communication channel.

Other congestion-advantaged implementations use a
proxy client software application installed at certain ISPs or
other nodes internal to the data network (or Internet). These
proxy client software applications can be installed in lieu of
or in addition to the proxy client software application
installed in the user computers. In these implementations, a
user query for a particular target page is redirected to the
above-discussed fast-access proxy server.

The present invention should not be construed as being
necessarily limited to the particular examples described
above but, rather, should be limited by the appended claims
and construed to be consistent with one or more of the
exemplary embodiments. For instance, while hyperlinked
documents (e.g., web pages) are illustrated, other types of
electronic documents may be used consistent with the
present invention. Various modifications, equivalent pro-
cesses, as well as numerous structures to which the present
invention may be applicable will be readily apparent to those
of skill in the art to which the present invention is directed
upon review of the present specification. The claims are
intended to cover such modifications and devices.

I claim:

1. A computer-implemented method of serving electronic
document information in response to a user query identify-
ing a target electronic document, comprising:

in response to the user query received from a client

device, searching a library of proxy-stored electronic

documents located at a proxy server to determine

whether the target electronic document corresponds to

a proxy-stored electronic document; and

in response to the target electronic document correspond-

ing to the proxy-stored electronic document,

transmitting the proxy-stored electronic document from
the proxy server to the client device for presentation
to the user,

transmitting with the proxy-stored electronic document
information indicating a relationship between the
proxy-stored electronic document and the target
electronic document, wherein the target electronic
document is stored on a host computer distinct from
the proxy server and distinct from the client device,
and

transmitting, along with and in addition to the proxy-
stored document, an indication of the importance of
the target document.

2. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein the information includes the date on which the
proxy-stored document was added to the library.

3. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
including transmitting a link to the target document with the
proxy-stored electronic document.

4. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein the information includes an indication of whether
the proxy-stored document differs from the target document.

5. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein the information indicates whether a link to the target
document still exists.

6. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising requesting the target document.

7. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising receiving into the library a copy of a target
document that is transmitted by an owner-designated agent
of the target document.
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8. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising: in response to the target document not corre-
sponding to said at least one of the proxy-stored documents,
taking an action.

9. The computer-implemented method of claim 8,
wherein the action comprises redirecting the user to the
target document.

10. The computer-implemented method of claim 8,
wherein the action comprises updating the library of proxy-
stored documents to include a copy of the target document.

11. The computer-implemented method of claim 8,
wherein the action comprises recording data to indicate that
the target document was not contained in the library of
proxy-stored documents.

12. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
including encoding at least a portion of the proxy-stored
document prior to the transmitting of the proxy-stored
document from the proxy server to the client device so as to
reduce rendering time of the proxy-stored document at the
client device.

13. The computer-implemented method of claim 12,
wherein the encoding comprises compressing the proxy-
stored document in a manner different from that used in the
target document.

14. The computer-implemented method of claim 12,
wherein the encoding comprises encoding the proxy-stored
document in a manner dependent on the means being
employed by the user to view documents.

15. The computer-implemented method of claim 12,
wherein the portion comprises text information.

16. The computer-implemented method of claim 12,
wherein the portion comprises image information.

17. The computer-implemented method of claim 12,
wherein the portion comprises advertisement information.

18. The computer-implemented method of claim 12,
wherein the encoding comprises excluding an excludable
portion of the proxy-stored document that renders slowly.

19. The computer-implemented method of claim 18,
wherein the excludable portion comprises image informa-
tion.

20. The computer-implemented method of claim 18,
wherein the excludable portion comprises advertisement
information.

21. A computer-implemented method of serving elec-
tronic document information in response to a user query
identifying a target electronic document, comprising:

in response to the user query received from a client

device, searching a library of proxy-stored electronic

documents located at a proxy server to determine

whether the target electronic document corresponds to

a proxy-stored electronic document; and

in response to the target electronic document correspond-

ing to the proxy-stored electronic document,

transmitting the proxy-stored electronic document from
the proxy server to the client device for presentation
to the user,

transmitting, along with and in addition to the proxy-
stored electronic document, information indicating a
relationship between the proxy-stored electronic
document and the target electronic document,
wherein the target electronic document is stored on
a host computer distinct from the proxy server and
distinct from the client device, and
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prefetching additional documents likely to be desired
by the user, wherein the prefetching is performed by
the proxy server, wherein the prefetching is based on
references contained in the proxy-stored document
and importance information associated with the ref-
erences contained in the proxy-stored document.

22. The computer-implemented method of claim 21,
wherein the prefetching is further based on references con-
tained in the target document.

23. The computer-implemented method of claim 21,
wherein the prefetching is further based on historical infor-
mation collected from the user.

24. The computer-implemented method of claim 21,
wherein the prefetching is further based on historical infor-
mation collected from a set of users.

25. A proxy server for serving electronic document infor-
mation in response to a user query identifying a target
electronic document, comprising:

means, responsive to the user query received from a client

device, for searching a library of proxy-stored elec-

tronic documents at the proxy server to determine

whether the target electronic document corresponds to

a proxy-stored electronic document; and

means, responsive to the target electronic document cor-
responding to the proxy-stored electronic document,
for transmitting the proxy-stored electronic document
from the proxy server to the client device for pre-
sentation to the user,
for transmitting with the proxy-stored electronic docu-
ment information indicating a relationship between
the proxy-stored electronic document and the target
electronic document, wherein the target electronic
document is stored on a host computer distinct from
the proxy server and distinct from the client device,
and for transmitting, along with and in addition to the
proxy-stored document, an indication of the impor-
tance of the target document.
26. A proxy server for serving electronic document infor-
mation in response to a user query identifying a target
electronic document, comprising:
means, responsive to the user query received from a client
device, for searching a library of proxy-stored elec-
tronic documents at the proxy server to determine
whether the target electronic document corresponds to
a proxy-stored electronic document;

means, responsive to the target electronic document cor-
responding to the proxy-stored electronic document,
for transmitting the proxy-stored electronic document
from the proxy server to the client device for presen-
tation to the user, and for transmitting, along with and
in addition to the proxy-stored electronic document,
information indicating a relationship between the
proxy-stored electronic document and the target elec-
tronic document, wherein the target electronic docu-
ment is stored on a host computer distinct from the
proxy server and distinct from the client device, and

means for prefetching additional documents likely to be
desired by the user wherein the prefetching is based on
references contained in the proxy-stored document and
importance information associated with the references
contained in the proxy-stored document.
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